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REMARKS 

The applicants appreciate the Examiner's careful examination of this case. 
Reconsideration and re-examination are respectfully requested in view of the 
instant remarks. 

The Examiner states in paragraph 1 of the Office Action that the separate 
projection system disclosed in the citations is used to show that the inset image 
comes from a different source as described in the Applicants daim 1 as follows: 

•a low resolution wide field of view image component from a first 
source and a high resolution narrow field of view image component 
from a second source which is different from the first source". 

We respectfully submit that the Examiner is perhaps not fully appreciating 
the Applicants' Invention. More specifically, In paragraphs 2 - 4 of the Office 
Action, the Examiner says that claims 6 - 7 and 9 - 11 are unpatentable over 
Lechner et al U.S. Patent No. 5,487,665 in view of Skolmoski U.S. Patent No. 
6,574,352 and further in view of Harrington et al U.S. Patent No. 5.737,455. It 
appears from paragraph 4 of the Office Action that the Examiner has an 
interpretation of "source" which differs from the interpretation used in the 
application. A single "source" as used In the application refers to a single channel 
of image generator video data. The Examiner understands a "source" to be a 
projector. In the present application, an image generator Is used to provide the 
video information. A "source" in this case is not a projector but is a discrete 
channel of video data supplied by the image generator. These discrete channels of 
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video data supply the video data which Is displayed by the projector, as disciosed 
in the present application. 

Lechner et a! discloses an Invention in which the image from a first 
projector has a region of the image produced by this first projector removed, or 
Wanked, so that no video data is shown in this removed or Wanked region, (see 
US5487665 - Lechner et al, col. 1 - lines 49*7). and into this blanked region is 
projected a high resolution Image from a second projector. 

Therefore the apparatus disclosed by Lechner et al includes a first 
projector which is abte to display a tow resolution image which displays an image 
which includes a blanked region, and within this blanked region a high resolution 
image from a second projector is displayed by a second projector. The location of 
the high resolution image Is determined by the position of the blanked region of the 
low resolution image and must always be within the total area covered by the low 
resolution projector. High resolution images are only shown by the second 
projector and are only shown in the small area of the display which the second 
projector covers, and can therefore only be shown in a small area of the display at 
anytime. 

This does not disclose the method claimed in the present application. Claim 
6 of the present application states: 

"A method of operating Image display apparatus, which method 
comprises combining in a common pixel format a low resolution wide 
field of view image component from a first source, and a high 
resolution narrow field of view image component from a second 
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source which is different from the first source, and in which the 
common pixel format is the pixel format of a high resolution imaga 
which forms the second source and from which the high resolution 
narrow field of view image component is obtained, whereby the high 
resolution narrow field of view component is able to be positioned 
anywhere in a display obtained from the image display apparatus." 

The image display apparatus to which this method of operation is applicable 
typically comprises one or more projectors which are aligned, either with butted 
joints or overlapping joints, (see Figure 1, and its description) to provide a wide 
field, of view display to the user. The one or more projectors are able to display 
image information over the full field of view at a known resolution, this resolution 
being determined by the specification of the one or more projectors. 

The image information which is displayed over the full field of view is 
supplied to the one or more projectors from a first source, which first source is a 
first channel of a computer graphics image generator. This first source supplies 
image information to the one or mare projectors which is at a resolution which is 
less than the maximum possible resolution at which the projectors can display 
information, this maximum resolution being determined by the specification of the 
projectors. The image display apparatus therefore displays the tow resolution 
images from the first source at a pixel resolution which is higher than the 
resolution at which the Information is supplied. The second source, which is 
different from the first source, is a second channel of a computer graphics image 
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generator. The second source supplies image information which is at a resdutton 
which is higher than the image information supplied by the first source. The 
resolution of the image information suppiied by the second source may be less 
than or equa. to the maximum resolution at which the one or more projectors 
which comprise the image dispiay apparatus may display the image,. This second 
source is a component of the complete image and fc combined with the 
component supplied by the first source. Essentia.*, a portion of the low resoiution 
image supplied by the first source is replaced by the component of the image 
suppiied by the second source. The position within the fuu field of view at which 
the component from the second source is located may be anywhere within the 
image display apparatus, that Is anywhere In the display where an image from the 
one or more projectors is displayed. As this high resolution image component is 
combined with the low resolution image components electronically before the 
image information Is sent to the projectors, it is possible to locate the area 
containing the high resolution Image information at any point within the display. In 
order to do this, the low resolution Image component from the first image source is 
combined with the high resolution image component from the second source in a 
pixel format which is the pixel format of the high resolution source. 

Essentially the method of the present application uses Image dispiay 
apparatus which is capable of showing high resolution images over the full field of 
view. However the first source, which provides a component of the full field of 
view, which may for example be the background, provides image Information at a 
resolution which is less than the resolution at which images may be displayed, but 
is nevertheless displayed at the resolution at which the image display apparatus is 
capable of displaying Images, and the second source provides image information 
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RespecfftjJV submitted, 




